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Pres muſt leave hi EE ng in ee port ir; This 

is the ſpirit which weſhould catt our; if we will leaye but 

this one fin behinde, youſhall depart our of thisChurch like 

Naaman out of Jordan, as if you-had been waſhed, and all 2 kia 5. 
yout finnes {wept awa Wt (tr mts Panls eyes/For 14, 
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When thou ſhouldeſt give, ſhee Githits i500 much.: when 
thou ſhouldeſt rftcive; thefaithit is roo little : when thou 
ſhouldeſt remit, ſhe ith, i ie is£00/great': when thou ſhoul- 
deft repent, ſhee ſaith it is too ſoone : when thou ſhouldeſt 
heare, ſhe faith it is too far :: like: Pharaoh, which found 
one bufineſſe or other to occupiethe. lewes when ney ſhould 

ſryeGod. // 

Thus every labour hath ian ed, janet 27" hath 
none ; like a ftuiterin Law,which thinkes to haveanecndthis 
Tetme,and that rn or _ ik breanſ he} Ir pro- 
olongcth his ri e an a6&ti- 
a, pits ath to his-land: fo he which 
wing, ; dothdrink which makes. hinifhirk 
more, & ſees no hiven'till he arrive atideath z when be hath 
lied, heisready to lie againe when he hath ſworne, hee is 
Rady to fweareagaine:- whenhebathdeceived, he is ready 
bene con when'the day js-paſt, hee would.it were 
beginagaine::/ when/the Terine-isended, hee wiſheth it 
his houſe be full;and- his 
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- The Benefit of Contentation.” » 
A mie o_ Salomon) 'rhow ſhalt Wir aw? ſelfe » Bur hee 
. ich is.covetous, its covetous-again(t-himieclfe. For what a 

lague is this(unlefſe one would kilthimſelfe) for a man to 
& all-his ry in carking, and pining, 'and ſcra aping.(46 
ough he ſhould doe nor ing bur garher in;this. WOT 
ſen in the next ) unlefſe he bee fure that heeſbould come 
againe when hee is dead, to care thoſe ſcraps which he hath 
gotten with all his Rirre ? Therefore coverouſheſle may 
well be called Miſery, and the coyetous Miſcrable, for 
they are miſerableindeed. 1 \- 

Of them which ſeeme to be wiſe, hire bancuch fools 
in the world, as they which love. money better than them- 
felves-: bur this is the rement of God, that reve which 


—_ ro-know eve a} a mind ro ſeeke them; & wit 

to find them, and policie tokeepe them, -and lifeto polleſſe - 

them; yet oy bart fight and' bleare eye, that | 

when their riches lic before them they have poverty, and 

he teh. bahiorote ſfo.much, ore Ton 
at 


[ch | ould ft him;as ro fad v, 4 
leh will I give thee,yet al wil-nor content them, -4,;.4.9. 
no-more than Heayen conenteqhim.Bur as the Glutton in; tute 4.5, 
Hell defired a drop of water, and y&ta river would nor fa- 
risfie him:for if a drop had been granted him;bewould haye £4164 
defired a dropmo adrop'to that:ſo they will lie; and 
ſweate, 8 deccive for 4 drop of riches. The devill needs not: 
offer them all,ashe did to Chriſt;for they. will ſerve himfor, 
leſle, bur if hee could give them all, all would not content” | 
them, more than the world contented eAlexanger. For its: 
againſt the name and natuze of covetouſnes to be content,as | 

it.is againſt the name & nature of Contentation to. be cave- : 
' A 4 | rous. | 
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8 _ " The Benefit of Contentation. 
tous. Therefore one faith, That no mans heart islike theco- 
vetous mans heart, for his heart is without a bottom. | 

A Prentice is bound but for nine yeeres, and then he is 

Gen. 5.15, free,but ifthe covctous man might live longer than Merhu- 
ſhelah, yet they would never be Free-men, but Prentices to 
the world, whilethey have a foot ourof thegrave; * 

. 2 Pet, 5.8, Itisa wonderroſee zas the Devillc about, ſeek - 
ing whom he may devoure, fo men fleabour,ſecking 
bas they niay-deyoure ; ſixch loveris between'men and 

Prov.1.1z. mony, that they which profeſſe gaod willunto irwith their 
hearts, will not take ſo much paines for their life, as they 
aake for gain. Therfore no marvel, ifthey have no leiſure to 

' Elves, Chrift knew'what be ſpake when he {aid :*Nyp ms 

we 70 Maſters (meaning God, 8& the world) becauſe 


would p<" apr ary en we for 
Moſes, not who have a part, bit who 


the world ſhould haye 2 


" Mat 6. 24. 
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The- Bepefit of Contentation. ml 
is gaine, againſt all them in the verſe before, which hold,that 
gaine is godlinefſe. Theſe rwo opinions are very contrary, 
and heere are many againſt one. A man would think that 
Pax! ſhould be din and ſharp witted ; and that 
he had need touſe fome Logick , far hee hath choſen a.l1ard 
Tezr,What,Pax,will you prove that godler is gaine? Y 01: 
ſhall have moe opponents againſt you than Michaiah.had * Hcg jy 
when heforbad Achab tofight. If you had taken the former 
verſe whichſaith that gaize 5s godlineſſe,then you ſhould have 
had matrer and examples enough, the Merchant, Mercer, 
L _ ——— Patron,and all would come 

in and gaine, ast anscryed for Diana - $8 
be poragh be croffe to all,ar ,godlineſſe is gaine, "”_ : 
to them which count gaine godlinefſe, peg will think of 

as Feſts did;that you ſpeak you knownor what: Theſe 4142f 24+ 
arefor Pas/ himfelfe: As Chriſt faith, Alf do not re= Mat.:y.rr 
ceive thisword, fo alldo not count thispaine, but loſe : we £412.18 
count himrich that hach his barnes full like the churle,” his £41514 


( 


coffers full likeche histablefull like Beltaſer, tus: P11, 
ORD aol ery tohat, 3. 

hkeCreſus. You tpcak againſt your Maſter, tor Chriſt 1 uye 7.26; 
ſent word unto oh», that the poore receive the ; as 


thothe godly were ofthe poorer ſorrzand David callerhithe P/4! 73-1- 
wicked rich, chey profper and flouriſh, faith hee, their ſeed wy 
blaſteth nor,their Cowcafterh not ; as if heſhould ſaylt is 

notas youtake it, Pzxl.that godlineſſedoth makemen rich= : ,p,c.Q, 
for this I have obſerved in my time, thatthe wickedbethe' 20; 
wealthicft: and Lazaruvis the pooreman,andwicked '0bz 7, 4!. 
Dr#ves is the rich man. Againe, we reade that the Offizers I 
wereasked, which ofthe 

lowChrift, yet | 


feemes 
packs 
godlinefſe 


10 The Benefit of Contentation, 
noother meaning,but that they muſt returne into their mo- 
thers wombe ; "and when he calles himſelfe bread, that hee 
/. muſt needs meane ſuch bread as they dine with. As the 
John 6; Fewes hearing the Prophets ſpeak ſo often of Chriſts King- 
.._ » dome, and call hima King, looked for a temporall King, 
Mat.Z0.20 that ſhould bring 9 nt: glory, and make 
- * them like Kings themſelves : fo the carnall eares, when 
they heare of a kingdome, and treaſures, and riches; ſtrait 
their minds run upon carthly, and worldly, and tranſitory 
things, ſuch as they love, to whom Pax! anſwereth,"as 
Chriſt anſwered his Diſciples, 1 have another meat which 


lon 4-3 you know not of : ſo there are other riches which you know not 
f - I aid not,that godlineſſe is earthly,or worldly,or tran- 

tory gaine,bur great gaine. 3 | 

- He will not onely prove godlineſſe tobe gaine, bitt-great 


£aine © as if he ſhould fay, more gainefull than your wares, . 

and rents,and fines,and intereſts, as though he would make: 

' the Lawyer,and Merchant,and Mercer,and Draper,g; Pa- 

” tron, and Landlord, -and all the men of riches believe, that 
podlineſſe will make-thenvrich ſooner than Covertouſneſle. 
4bac,1.5, Ifearethis ſaying may be renewed, if amanzell your, ye will 
P/al,19.2. not beleeve, e hap the Lord looked down upon theecarth,to 

' © 53.2 ſeeif any did regard him,& faid, There 55 nor one: ſothis ſen- 
1 rence may goe-from Court to City,from City to Country, 

. ahdfay,thereis ſcarceone inatown that willſubſcribe'un- 
E-: w Eats, 0 it: Mary (faid David) ache who will ſhew us any good?mmea- 


©. ning riches, and honour, and plezſure which arenot good. 

25:1 -  - Butwhenhe cameto godlines ir ſelfe, he leaves out Afary, 
ah and prayeth in his one perſon, Lord lift rhow up the light of 

thy commenance upon us,45 if none would joyne with him.Tet- 
wiſdome 1s juſtified by her owne children, 8 the godly count 


a odlines gaine; to make us love godlines, he calleth.it by the 
Met 11-19 eo that wee love moſt : that is, gaire. As the Father 


Lule r.51, Eallechhis Son which he would love more thanthereſt, by 
= *  * his ownename, to put him-in mind of fuch a love as he bea- 
reth tohimſelfe. Here we may ſcethat God doth not com- 

' rand men tobe godly, only becauſe it makes for Me glory 
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which ſeeks the Lord ſhall want nothing t 


T he Benefit of Contentation. It 
but becauſe godlinefſe is profitable tous. For godlineſſe is 
not called on in reſpect of God, burt'in m_p_ of us : it is h- 
gaine-to'us, but it is duty to him,” Soit is called a health in Pr.z. 8, 
reſpe& of us, becauſe ic is the health of our -ſoules : 4o it is 

not called a kingdom ig reſpect of God, but in relpeRt of us, Mat. 6.zz. 
becauſe we are intituled to the Kingdome by this difference . | 
fromthe repxobates. Put all rhe good things in-the world 
together,and the goodnefſe of allis found in godlinſle, and 
therefore godlineſle is called by the names of rhote things 

that men count beſt, toſhewthat the'godly are as well, as 

merry, as content with their loyetowardsGod, -and Gods |. 

love towards them,as other are with hcalth,and wealth;and 


Pleatures. . Therefore ir is faid of the Cunt T he feare.of the £/a-11.26, 


Lord is his treaſ®#*; Therefore(faich MT he Lord wmey 149-3-24. 
partion, as 7.4 he Cd rele? and FAY 34 

is aid of Moſer,Thar beeſftremed the rebuke of (hrift grea- ney 25 
ter riches, than al} the treaſures of Egype. If croſles beriches, | 
as Aoſes thought, whatriches atcin godlineſſe? Bur is this - 

allche harveſt 2:ſhall :godlineſſe bee all thegodly mans ti- | 
ches.? Nay(faith Pat). Godlineſſe hath the promiſe of this life, 1 Tir. 4,8. 
and of the life to come,that is,the godly ſhall doe wellin hea- | 
ven and here too.” And therefote Chriſt faith, Firftſeeke the Mat.s,z;. 
kingdome of God, and all the reſt ſhall be caſt upon you 3even as 

the, ſhcayes fell before Rerh,ſo riches ſhall fall in your way Ratb.2.16, 
asthey did tro Abrahamand Lot, & Jacobs 8 Job, & Joſeph: 

riches were caſt tothem they knew nothow; bur as if. 

had faid, Be rich, and they-were rich RO: For all-ggod 

things were cxeated for the good,andtherefore they are cal- 

led good. Becauſethe good God treated them for good men 


to good purpoſe, therefore-as Jacob gotthe bleſſing, ſohee G.4..1 3. 


got the inheritance alſo : to /ſhew that as the faithfull have 


| theinyyard blefſing,ſo they-have the outward bleſlings'too, 


when-they. are good for. them.) For { David) They | 
| at is good.Now God P/21.34.10 

knoweth, better than wee ;what is good for us;: asthe nurſe 

knoweth better than the cbild-when the: milke is ready for 

it Therefore Chriſt faith, Toar heavenly father kyaverh what Mt. 6,32 
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Mat,7 '1, willfend you liberty : for he faith'not © 
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I2 | The. Benefit of Contentation. 
you have needof : he ſaith not, that wee know what wee have 
need of, but that owr Father knoweth : as if hee :ſhould fay, 
when you bave necd of health, your Father will ſend you 
health ; when you haye need of riches, your Father will End 
you-tiches ; when you have need of _— 'your Father 
nely, that our Fa- 
ther knowerh what we have need of, but that he will give us the 
things which we need. Therefore as children takeno care for 
_ their apparrell what cloathes they ſhall weazc,nor for theit 
vituals , what meat-they ſhalleat, but leave this care for 


Mat 6.31, their Father, fo faith Chriſt, Take you no care, for my Father 


Pſal. 34:1, careth for "JOWs: 1.716; | | x 
& 23-5» 1, He way not content to call Gedlineſſe gaine,but he calleth 
itgreat gaine,as if he wolld fay, Gaime,an&nore than Gaine: 

riches, and better than riches: 2 Kingdome;and greater than 

a Kingdome, As when the Prophets would diſtinguiſh be- 
tweenethe Idoll gods,and the money Cocke call him the 

Pert.iz 17 Brear God: fothe gaine of God! E1s:C at game. 
heriches of the world atecalled catthly,tranfirory, ſnares, 
1 73.6.9 thornes, dung,as they were not wortliy tobe coun. 
PI1.39+ ted ticics:/ and therefore; to draw the earneſt love ofnen 
- fromthem,the holy Ghoſt brings themin with theſe:names 

of diſdaine,to diſgrace them with their loves; bur when he - 

|: comes to godlinefle, which is the riches of the foule, he cal- 
Prov. 349 leth it great riches, heaverily riches, unſearchable riches, 
Prov 4.9, Evelatting riches, with allche names of honour, and all the 
& 13, namesof pleaſure,8 all the names of happines. As a woman 
Pro-8.11, trims and decks PerGtfe with an hundred ornaments, only 
G8. tomakcheramiable, forthe holy Ghoſt ſerreth out godlines 
| with names ofhonour, and names of pleaſure, and names of 
happineſſe as it were jn her Tewels, with letters of commen- 
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The' Bendfit of Contentatlon.. = — 1p 
thirſt more, as the ambirious;volaptuous,and covetous do* 

bur they that rhirft after righteonſreſſe, ſhall be ſatisfied, albeit 
they haveno riches, 'nor honour, nor pleaſure, If yce aske 
like'the Virgin, How £anthic be ? I anfwer't Eyenas Adam Cn, 1.16, 
wasyarme without clothes; ſv. God doth farisfie many | 

men without riches. : Though he was naked;yer he didnor 

ſe his nakednefſe, fo long as he was innocent : but when 

hee began. to, rebell, 'then began; hee to want clothes: ſo 

man. be poore, yet he ſees not his povertie, ſo ck 

as he iscontented:\ but; when he begins'to.cover; then 

begins to want riches, and from that day the po fe 

firſt of Aggews,Verſes.) takes hold on him : Yee cat,bar yee 

have not enough: ye drink, but ye are not ſatisfied: ye clothe 

our ſelves.: but ye are not warme- . Indecd the covetous.man 

ſcemes'thdraw the-world to him with cords;his coffets are 

of Loadſiones,' fiis\ hands: like nets; his fingers like lime 

twigs; | there it comes;and there it comes,one would think 

this man ſhould behappy oneday:. - : . | 

-' When|the:cburles barnes-were full ,-bee bade his foule 

take reſt; thinking to-gaiae reſt by coyerouſneſle,,- that he 

might ſay; Riches gaine reft;, a+well-as Godlincfſe ; bur 

ſee. what happened : that.night,when gee on take.his .Lu4 11,16 

relt;riches;and reſt,and ſoule;and al;were taken from him. 

Did /hce: not gaine: faire? would he have taken ſuch paines, 

ifhe hadchought.ofſuch yr 02d 2 a8 er ri- 

ches;but itcannot-gaine reſt: ye may think likethis churle, 

to.reſt, when'yout batnes, and ſhops,and coffers are full: 

bur ye ſhall ind.it erue which £ſaxfauh, There is no reſt to Eſa. 485% 26 

_ the «godly 2+ therefore the wile man, / to- prevent all-hope _ 
of re{t, or honoux,'or profit by finne; ſpeakes 'as-though he 
had tried;e Aman cannot be eſtabliſhed by iniquntie,Thetefore 
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